ISC II a Solid Success, Says Survey








February 1, 2005 - The International Softball Congress (ISC) is pleased to announce the results of a recent survey of team managers, player representatives and other participants that point to the success of the ISC II division.

“We will take these results and study them to see where we can continue to improve the experience of teams and players at the ISC II Tournament of Champions, but this tells us that we are clearly on the right track,” said ISC II Vice-President Bob McGowan.

Conducted over a one-month period between Dec. 15, 2004 and Jan. 15, 2005, an invitation to complete the online survey was sent to a total of 107 people with 59 providing responses by the deadline.

“We are thrilled with the quantity and quality of the feedback we’ve received with this survey,” said ISC II Commissioner Blair Setford, noting that all but one of the teams that participated in the 2004 ISC II Tournament of Champions responded, along with 25 teams that either competed at previous ISC II events or have played in other post season championships.

Below are the full survey results.

1. How does your team view the ISC II Tournament of Champions?




55
The top championship for teams of this caliber.






2
Behind NAFA.










2
Behind ASA or Eastern/Western Canadians.







0
Behind both NAFA and ASA or Eastern/Western Canadians.















2. Is the ISC II Tournament of Champions format starting on Sunday and ending on Friday:












36
Just right.











20
Too long.











0
Too short.











3. If the ISC II were to consider changing format, which would you prefer?



1
Starting a condensed round robin on Tuesday with Championship on Friday.


28
Starting a condensed round robin on Wednesday with Championship on Saturday.

5
Starting a condensed round robin on Friday with Championship on Monday.

24
Don’t change the format.











4. When do you think the ISC II Championship game should be held?




7 Friday afternoon between World Tournament winner’s bracket games.



9
Friday evening between World Tournament quarter final games.




19 Saturday afternoon prior to World Tournament 3rd place game.



22
Saturday evening prior to World Tournament championship game.




1
Other (please specify)

5. How many games should be guaranteed to each team?


1
Two

6
Three

49
Four 

6. How many teams should be in the ISC II Tournament of Champions?


0
30

2
32

0
35

5
36

51
40

7. Which playoff format do you prefer (assume existing 40-team format)?


32
Current - 24 teams in a single elimination bracket.

26
Alternative - 16 teams with pool winners getting double life.

8. Would you prefer to have an off-day in the schedule to be able to enjoy the ISC World Tournament?


23
Yes

35
No

9. How many teams should receive an automatic berth for the following year’s ISC II Tournament of Champions?


2
1 – only the champion.

19
1 – only the finalist (runner-up), the champion should move up to the WT.

36
2 – champion and finalist (runner-up).

10. Should the ISC II Champion be given an automatic berth in the following year’s ISC World Tournament?


16
Yes, they should have to move up.

32
Yes, but only if they want it, otherwise they can come back to ISC II.

9
No, they should be allowed to defend their championship.

11. Should international club teams from outside North America be invited to compete in the ISC II Tournament of Champions?


44
Yes

14
No

12. What do you think of the caliber of play in ISC II?


45
Just right.

1
Should be raised by allowing in some better teams, pitchers and players.

11
Should be lowered by forcing some of the top teams, pitchers and players into the World Tournament.

13. Should Out-of-Area players be allowed on ISC II teams?


29
Yes the current rules are fine (limit of three OOA players, and only two can be pitchers).

16
Yes, but limit them to two and only one can be a pitcher.

12
No, they should not be allowed on ISC II teams.

14. How many pick-ups should ISC II teams be allowed once they have qualified for the Tournament of Champions?


5
None

2
One

19
Two

32
Three

15. When would you prefer Area Qualifier tournaments be held?


8
May to ensure we can get holiday/vacation time booked.

42
June or first weekend of July so the season is in full swing.

7
August of the year prior to the ToC so we have time to fundraise.

16. Will your team attempt to qualify for the 2005 ISC II Tournament of Champions?


42
Yes

13
No

4
Too far or too costly to travel to Chippewa Falls.

8
Too costly to stay for six days.

3
Pitcher/player availability due to inability to get holiday/vacation time.

3
Going to other post-season championship:

1
NAFA “AA”

0
NAFA “A Major”

0
NAFA “A”

3
ASA “A”

0
ASA “B”

0
Eastern Canadians

0
Western Canadians

7
Other reason (please specify)

17. Did your team compete at the 2004 ISC II Tournament of Champions?


34
Yes

23
No

If yes, please skip question 18 and proceed to question 19.
If no, please answer the next question and then skip to question 32.
18. Why did your team choose not to compete at the ISC II Tournament of Champions?


6
Too far or too costly to travel to Fargo.

8
Too costly to stay for six days.

9
Pitcher/player availability due to inability to get holiday/vacation time.

9
Went to other post-season championship:

4
NAFA “AA”

2
NAFA “A Major”

0
NAFA “A”

1
ASA “A”

1
ASA “B”

0
Eastern Canadians

1
Western Canadians

8
Other reason (please specify)

19. How often did you visit the ISC World Tournament facility at Jack Williams Stadium?


20
Five or more times

5
Four times

5
Three times

1
Twice

4
Once

0
Never

20. How much did you and your family spend on souvenirs and food at either Anderson Park or Jack Williams Stadium?


14
More than $100

6
$75 to $100

6
$50 to $75

6
$25 to $50

3
less than $25

21. Is this amount more or less than most others on your team spent?


4
More

6
Less

25
About the same

22. Did you listen to the ISC II Streaming broadcasts?


4
Yes, I listened to them live at our hotel.

16
Yes, I listened to the archived files.

15
No, I haven’t listened to them.

23. Would you be interested in buying a CD compilation of the broadcasts?


5
Yes, I’d like a copy of all of them.

16
Yes, but only of the games involving my team.

15
No, I’m not interested.

24. How would you rate the facilities at Anderson Park?


Diamonds


8
Excellent

22
Good

4
Fair

1
Poor

25. Concessions


7
Excellent

22
Good

6
Fair

0
Poor

26. Beer Garden


6
Excellent

13
Good

8
Fair

7
Poor

27. Amenities (souvenirs, bathrooms, parking, convenience)


9
Excellent

18
Good

5
Fair

2
Poor

28. Umpires


3
Excellent

23
Good

7
Fair

2
Poor

29. Tournament management (manager’s meeting, communication, registration)


21
Excellent

12
Good

1
Fair

1
Poor

30. Opening Ceremonies


17
Excellent

18
Good

3
Fair

2
Poor

31. Would you like to see the ISC return to Fargo?


8
Yes, go back in the next couple of years.

13
Yes, but not for a few years.

15
No, there’s many other “ball towns” in North America to visit first.

32. How did you first hear about the ISC II program in your area?


21
Al Doran’s Fastball List

4
ISC Web Site

24
Area Commissioner

5
Travel League Commissioner

2
Other (Please specify)

33. What can be done to increase promotion of the ISC II program in your area?


11
Increased phone/email contact by Area Commissioner/Travel League Commissioner

8
Dedicated ISC II web site.

7
More frequent ISC II team rankings.

9
State/provincial/regional ISC II team rankings.

16
It’s promoted well already.

4
Other (Please specify)

34. How important is it to your team that the ISC II Tournament of Champions is held in the same location at the same time as the ISC World Tournament?


2
Not important at all – we don’t care about the World Tournament.

14
Somewhat important – it’s nice to be able to see a couple of the WT games but we care about ISC II.

19
Very important – it’s great to have the ISC II championship games at the same site and see WT games.

21
Extremely important – the ISC II isn’t nearly as attractive if it’s not at the same time and place as the WT.

35. Has your team played any other post-season championship tournaments?


Please check all that apply.


1
NAFA “Open”

3
NAFA “AAA”

20
NAFA “AA”

3
NAFA “A Major”

11
NAFA “A”

2
ASA “Major”

8
ASA “A”

18
ASA “B”

9
ASA “C”

2
Eastern Canadians “A”

3
Eastern Canadians “B”

0
Eastern Canadians “C”

3
Western Canadians

4
ISC World Tournament

1
Canadian Senior Men’s

4
NSA

